
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
June 14, 2018 

 
Those in attendance included: 
Elected Members     Appointed Members                                                                            
Larry Raemaekers (2019)    Fr. Loras Grell 
Linda McQuiston (2020)    Christie Schulze 
Jill Myers (2021)     Greg Bonifas 
       Jeromy McCoy 
 
The meeting began at 7 p.m. with an opening prayer by Father Grell.  Father Grell shared that 
on June 10th he had worn the ordinary green vestment for the first time in several months.  He 
shared that we would be celebrating the Feast of John the Baptist on Sunday, June 24 th.  This 
feast would take precedence over the 12th Sunday of Ordinary Time.  We have been celebrating 
this feast since the 4th century. 
 
Minutes were read and approved. 
 
Father Grell shared that Diane Schleichardt no longer wants to take the minutes for these 
meetings.  He asked that we pray about it and hopes someone will step forward to fill this duty. 
 
Copies of the financials were passed out to the members.  Motion was made to approve the 
financial reports.   
 
It was discussed that the Diocese assessment will be raised to 8.5% effective July 1.  It is 
currently at 7% and will cap at 10% in 2020.  Fr. Grell explained the 8.5% is for the diocese 
assessment and an additional .64% is for the Priests retirement fund (SJV) totaling $12,550 per 
year. 
 
Greg Bonifas reported the he continues to watch drainage/gutters after all the rains we have 
had.  Jeff & Michella Honas cleaned out Fr. Grell’s garage while Father was on his retreat.  They 
took pictures of 12 items that were removed from his garage.  Father Grell is working with the 
Honas’ for some yard renovations at the rectory. 
 
Jeromy McCoy was invited to report on Church Security.  After the shooting at a church in 
Texas last fall, Father Grell wanted to be proactive.  Jeromy explained how we could have (3) 
different groups help with this 1) those that have a concealed carry license 2) law enforcement 
and 3) retired law enforcement.  Written notice would have to be given to the congregation.  
Jeromy reported several churches in Grand Island are doing this on a volunteer basis and they 
are mainly stopping vandalism to cars in the parking lot.  According to information Father Grell 
received from the Catholic Mutual Group (our Ins. Carrier) they only allow hired outside help. 
Discussion was tabled. 
 
To date no one has come forward for the Parish Council opening from Al Cudly’s term ending.  
Father Grell will go to the Parish at masses on June 23-24 for nominations.  Voting will be held 
on June 29-30. 
 
Linda McQuiston explained one of the two refrigerators in the Church kitchen has quit working.  
To replace both refrigerators just like we have only stainless steel the cost would be $1,600 thru 



Schneider’s.  To replace them with two only frigs and getting a separate chest freezer would be 
$3,200 plus $300 the cost of a chest freezer.  To get a commercial refrigerator for the space 
would be $3,250 plus $300 the cost of a chest freezer.  The problem with the commercial unit 
was that it would stick out an additional 4-5 inches.  Father Grell said the church would pay for 
the cost.  Motion was made and passed to buy the two frigs for $1,600 from Schneider’s.   
 
Father Grell explained that as of July 1 all payroll will be going through the diocese.  Paycor is 
the company the diocese is using.  The transition date for St. Mary’s is July 13th.  Father 
explained that Diane has been very helpful in researching and preparing for this transition.  This 
change effects: Father Grell, Diane, rectory cleaning lady, church cleaning lady, lawn person 
etc. 
 
Father Grell reported the process has been started to purge old files and shred all documents 
no longer needed.  Linda McQuiston is helping Father Grell with this process. 
 
Father Grell reported Ron Elge will continue to be a Parish Trustee.  Father Grell is going to 
thank Deanie Wanek for her many years of service and says he has someone in mind to replace 
her.  He will report to us when the new person accepts this role.  The new trustee will need to be 
in place to sign the annual reports as of June 30, that go to the diocese. 
 
Christie Schulze reported Altar Society is collecting plastic sacks thru September for the Mosaic 
in York and Grand Island.  They make mats for the homeless from these sacks.  Christie asked 
Father Grell about the Time & Talent Survey.  Father Grell is going to work on an overall vision 
for the parish and when he has that in place, he will get back with the committee working on the 
survey to make sure the vision matches up with the form. 
 
Jeromy McCoy reported for the K of C.  He reported Ramon Rodriguez will be the new Grand 
Knight in July.  The annual awards banquet usually held in July, will not be held this year.  Their 
next event is the Steak Feed in early August. 
 
Father Grell reported that CCD has some teachers stepping away and there will be several 
openings to fill for the fall. 
 
Father Grell reported that Diane has stepped up and volunteered her musical talents along with 
Liz Schwarz and Julie Wasem has continued with her many years of dedicated service.  Larry 
wondered if we could have music play before church, to set the mood.  Father Grell will think 
about this. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Missionary Priest – Fr. Nicademus from Kenya, Africa to preach June 16-17 
 
Next Parish Council Meeting: August 9, 2018 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Adjourn 
 


